Reading Comprehension                         8th form

LIFE STORY OF RENATA SMITH
Renata Smith, a divorced mother of two young girls, Sabrina aged ten and Joey aged six, lives in Sheffield. She is typical of today's one-parent single-in​come families living on the breadline struggling to make ends meet.
Renata was working as a secretary in the city when she met Tom, a lorry driv​er, at a party. They went out together for six months and then they decided to get married. At first she and Tom lived with her parents but then, when Renata was expecting Sabrina, they moved into a council flat. Tom had to spend a lot of time away from home and, soon after the birth of their second child, he left Re​nata to live in another city.
Renata set about bringing up girls on her own, though her mother was al​ways ready to help when she could. Money was the most pressing problem, and Renata, who had given up her job when Sabrina was born, had to look for work. After two months she managed to find a post as Personal Assistant to the Sales Director of a local company. She has been working there for nearly two years now and enjoys spending her days in the office. When she's not at work, the girls have priority. They are the most important thing in her life, and she is determined to be both mother and father to them. She doesn't want them to suffer from the fact that their father does not live with them, and she does everything possible to provide them with a rich and rewarding life.
Task 1. True or False Statements
1. Renata Smith has a typical of today one-parent family.
2. She brings up two teenage girls.
3. The daughters are the most important thing in her life.
4. Joey is six years younger than Sabrina.
5. Renata worked for a local company when she met Tom.
6. When Renata and Tom got married they lived with Tom's parents.
7. Tom left Renata soon after Joey's birth.
8. Tom helps Renata to bring up the daughters.
9. Renata doesn't have enough money to provide the girls with a happy life.
10. Renata enjoys the post of Personal Assistant to the Sales Director.
Task 2. Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the one best answer a,b,c,d to each ques​tion.
1. Renata Smith...

a) is Tom's wife.   

b) is Tom's mother.

c) is divorced.

d) is unemployed.

2. The two Renata's daughters are of...

a) two and seven years old.

b) ten and six years old.

c) ten and seven years old.

d) twelve and six years old.

3. Renata's husband left her...

a) in six months after the marriage.

b) because of her parents.

c) before the birth of the second child.

d) to live in another city.

4. Tom spent...

a) a lot of time to repair his lorry.

b) a lot of money to repair his lorry.

c) a lot of time away from home.

d) a lot of time on bringing up the daughters.

5. The family moved into a council flat...

a) after Joey's birth.

b) before Joey's birth.

c) after Sabrina's birth.

d) before Sabrina's birth.

6. Renata works as...

a) a manager.

b) a secretary.

c) a Personal Assistant.

d) a driver.

7. The most pressing problem for Renata is...

a) her parents.

b) her divorced husband.

c) her growing up daughters.

d) money.

8. Sabrina and Joey get the most of attention and care from their mother when she ...
a) is in the city.

b) isn't at a party.

c) is at work.

d) isn't at work.

9. Renata Smith...

a) enjoys working in the office.

b) doesn't like living in a council flat.

c) enjoys living in Sheffield.

d) doesn't like spending her days in the office. 

10. Renata does her best...

a) to help her parents.

b) to make the daughters' life happy.

c) to forget her husband.

d) to save some money for a living.

Writing

Food is a very important part of our lives as we must eat to live, but not live to eat. 

•
What is your favorite dish and how is it made?

•
 Tell about the process of preparing the dish. What are the ingredients and where do you buy them? 

•
Why do you love this dish so much? Does it mean something special to you?

READING COMPREHENSION    9TH form
BASE JUMPING
Twenty there years ago, Carl Boenish took a team of skydivers to Yosemite National Park, USA, and jumped with them from El Captain's summit. The sport developed into BASE jumping, named after the four types of fixed objects people jump from Building, Antenna, Span (bridge) and Earth (cliff).
Due to the legislation surrounding it, many BASE jumpers keep their hobby a secret, so it's difficult to say how many are involved in the sport. Estimated fig​ures are very low — there are probably fewer than 1500 across the world.
Different countries have different attitudes towards BASE jumping. In the USA, the act of BASE jumping is not illegal, although the owners of high bridges and buildings do not usually permit people to jump from them. There are tight regulations against the sport in American and Australian national parks. One of the few countries that welcomes BASE jumping is Malaysia, home to two of the world's highest buildings.
It is the danger of the sport that lures people to it. Comparably, skydiving is very safe. For some people, skydiving begins to feel too safe, and they move on to BASE jumping to recapture the sense of excitement.
The main thrill experienced is a sensation called ground rush. BASE jump​ers fall from heights much lower than those considered safe by skydivers. Though they do not reach the same speeds, they accelerate more quickly during their fall. At the fastest part of a skydiver's fall the ground is still distant, but BASE jump​ers see it approaching them at an incredible speed.
Are they mad? Maybe, but BASE jumpers also have great skill and focus. They have to know how to manoeuvre and land with total accuracy, as there is no room for mistakes. Anyone considering BASE jumping should already be an experienced skydiver. Attempting a BASE jump without the necessary knowledge or experience is suicidal.
No one can deny that BASE jumping is an incredibly dangerous sport. The jumps are much shorter than those undertaken by skydivers, leaving little time to open the parachute, or sort out problems if they arise. Such problems can of​ten be fatal.
However, some BASE jumping enthusiasts insist that the risks are exagger​ated, and can be kept to a minimum if the jumps are carried out correctly. Many claim that strict laws against jumping in national parks force them to jump in unsafe conditions, often from very dangerous low cliff edges with unsuitable equipment.
But even at organised jumps, casualties are expected with ambulances on stand-by for the broken ankles or more serious injuries.
Task 1. Multiple Choice Questions
Read the text. Choose the one best answer А, В, C, D to each question.
1. Skydivers jump from...

a) steep slopes.

b) high rocks.

c) modern structures.

d) four types of fixed objects.

2.The right number of BASE jumpers is...

a. published.


b.unknown.

            c. kept in secret.

d. uncountable.

3.BASE jumping is officially welcomed in...

a) the whole world.

b) Australia.

c) Malaysia.

d) Yosemite National Park.

4.Skydivers change their sport for BASE jumping because...

a) they want to capture the sense of excitement again.

b) they are tired of skydiving.

c) skydiving is becoming less popular.

d) skydiving has negative consequences.

5.BASE jumpers...

a) fall with the speed of skydivers.

b) move faster than skydivers.

c) fall slower than skydivers.

d) move with the speed of a jet.

6.Main requirements for the safe BASE jumping are all these mentioned below except...

a) necessary knowledge.

b) great practical power.

c) skill from practice.

d) sense of risk.

7.Mistakes in BASE jumper's accuracy cause...

a) bad sport results.

b) great thrill.

c) deep excitement.

d) inevitable injuries.

8.What do BASE jumpers use to jump from the height?

a) A parachute.


b) An umbrella.

c)            A rope.

             d)           Nothing.

9.What or who makes BASE jumpers jump in unsafe conditions?

a) Good experience in jumping.

b) Strict laws against jumping.

c) Multiple supporters of this kind of sport.

d)               The desire to set up world records.

 10. This kind of sport is...

a) organised in no way.

b) spontaneous.

c) arranged into a good working system.

d) thoroughly planned.

Task 2. Read the text again and then give the detailed answers to the questions.
1. Why is this kind of sport (not) legal in different countries?

2. What makes people do it? Are they mad?

3. If you wanted to experience thrill, what kind of dangerous sport would you try?
READING COMPREHENSION    10TH form
An Open Letter to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
Your Majesty,
You must surely agree that, by birth and upbringing, by the surroundings in which you live and the company you keep, you cannot possibly understand the feelings and the way of life of the millions of ordinary people it is claimed you keep united in one big happy family. It is a claim you have never contradicted, but in your heart of hearts, deep inside yourself, you know how absurd it is.
You are known to be among the wealthiest women, if not the wealthiest woman, in the world. It is not wealth that has been created by any business acumen of your own, or even of your financial advisers though they have helped. It is wealth that has been built up by invaluable, fabulous and unique tax concessions granted by Parliament, and never refused by you. You do not even pay taxes on the profits of your private estates at Sandringham and Balmoral. Whatever many of your people believe, you pay no income tax. You receive a refund of any taxes deducted from dividends on investments. You pay no capital gains tax. You pay no death duty. What do you do with it all?
Large numbers of those known as ‘your people’ share the views I hold - many more than you are led to believe. They regard the institution of Monarchy as an instrument used to make respectable people that are unthinking and irrational into a social and economic class system, which is unfair, divisive and often cruel.
There are still a few people around who think that the divine right of kings lingers, that you still retain some real political power. But whatever else you have - it is not political power. The so-called royal prerogatives, the ‘right’ to appoint your own Prime Minister, the ‘right’ to dissolve Parliament, are now no more than ritual playacting.
Meanwhile, you are to be seen at your radiant best at annual high-society horsy events, and, quite frankly, at your most uncomfortable among factory workers, or even children.
I suspect you to be the willing victim of circumstance, that you are suffocated by hoards of insecure people. We may not know what any of these are paid or what they do. Questions about their salaries are courteously turned aside. Almost all members of the Royal Households are titled nonentities, drawn, it seems automatically, from one narrow section of the community.
But then your daily round, your common task, furnishes you and yours with even more than you need to ask. Your sense of financial security and well being is a dream yearned after by millions of your people. They cannot understand why you and your family should be so privileged and they so deprived. They look to you for genuine moral leadership, but do not hear from you or your husband one unequivocal word on the evils of racial prejudice when two million of your subjects in Britain alone are colored. You encourage cruel blood sports, yet remain President of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Many long to hear from you one occasional speech that contains not just colorless, negative cliches, but a forthright and passionate sincerity, a personal conviction.
I remain,
Your wayward subject,
W.W. HAMILTON
Mark (+) if the answer is true and (-) if the answer is false:
1. The writer feels that Queen Elizabeth understands the common people.

2. Queen Elizabeth is one of the wealthiest women in the world.

3. She worked hard for her wealth and riches.

4. The royal subjects of England pay the most income tax of anyone in the country.

5. The monarchy is seen as unfair and cruel.

6. Queen Elizabeth is said to be at her best in high society and not react well to children.

7. The writer agrees with Queen Elizabeth’s views on prejudice.

8. Queen Elizabeth enjoys blood sports such as hunting.

WRITING COMPREHENSION TEST FOR 10th  FORM STUDENTS

Write a speech that you would present concerning teenage smoking. Don’t forget to mention if you agree or disagree and why?

READING COMPREHENSION TEST FOR 11th FORM STUDENTS 

Winston Churchill’s Prep School
The school my parents had selected for my education was one of the most fashionable and expensive in the country. It designed itself after Eton and aimed at being preparatory for that Public School above all others. It was supposed to be the very best thing in schools. Only ten boys in a class, electric light (then a wonder), a swimming pond; spacious football and cricket grounds; two or three school treats, or ‘expeditions’ as they were called, every term, a chapel of its own, no hampers allowed, everything provided by the authorities.
It was a dark November afternoon when we arrived at this establishment. We had tea with the Headmaster, with whom my mother talked in the easiest manner. I was preoccupied with the fear of spilling my cup and so making a ‘bad start’. I was also miserable at the idea of being left alone among all these strangers in this great and fierce place. After all I was only seven, and I had been so happy in my nursery with all my toys. I had such wonderful toys: a real steam engine, a magic lantern, and a
collection of soldiers already nearly a thousand strong. Now it was to be all lessons. Seven or eight hours of lessons everyday except half-holidays, and football or cricket in addition.
When the last sound of my mother’s departing wheels had died away, the Headmaster invited me to hand over any money I had in my possession.
I produced my three half-crowns, which were entered in a book, and I was told that from time to time there would be a ‘shop’ at the school with all sorts of things which one would like to have, and that I could choose what 1 liked up to the limit of the seven and sixpence. Then we left the Headmaster’s parlor and the comfortable private side of the house, and entered the more bleak apartments reserved for the instruction and accommodation of the pupils. I was taken into a Form Room and told to sit at a desk. All the other boys were out of doors, and I was alone with the Form Master. He produced a thin green-brown covered book filled with words, in different types of print.
‘You have never done any Latin before, have you?’ he said.
‘No, sir.’
‘This is Latin grammar.’ He opened it at a well-thumbed page. ‘You must learn this,’ he said, pointing to a number of words in a frame of lines. ‘I will come back in half an hour and see what you know.’
There I was then on a gloomy evening, with an aching heart, seated in front of my first book of Latin grammar.
What on earth did it mean? Where was the sense in it? It seemed absolute nonsense to me. However, there was one thing I could always do: I could learn by heart. And I thereupon proceeded, as far as my private sorrows would allow, to memorize the task which had been set me. In due course, the Master returned.
‘Have you learned it?’ he asked.
‘I think I can say it, sir,’ I replied; and I repeated it to him. He seemed so satisfied with this that I was brave enough to ask a question.
‘What does it mean, sir?’
‘It means what it says.’
‘But,’ I repeated, ‘what does it mean?’
‘It means ‘a table’,’ he answered.
‘Then why does mensa also mean О table,’ I inquired, ‘and what does О table mean?’
‘Mensa, О table, is the vocative case,’ he replied. ‘But why?’ I persisted in genuine curiosity.
‘O table - you would use that in addressing a table.’ And then seeing he was not carrying me with him, ‘You would use it in speaking to a table.’
‘But 1 never do,’ I said in honest amazement.
‘If you are impolite, you will be punished, and punished, let me tell you, very severely,’ was his response.
Such was my first introduction to the classics from which, I have been told; many of our cleverest men have found so much comfort and profit.
Find the best answer:
1. The writer is

a)one of the teachers    b) Winston Churchill   c)  the Headmaster     d) just an author

2. The school that the writer was going to attend was

a)fashionable and expensive    b) the best in the country   c) a preparatory school for Eton 

d)all of the above

3. Every term there were

a)trips to the zoo   b)class expeditions   c)15 books to read for class    

d)new boys entering the school

4. The writer was nervous about

a)talking with the Headmaster   b)spilling his tea   c) tripping on the carpet

d)falling down the stairs

5. He did not want to stay because

a)he was scared of the school   b) he wanted to play with his toys   c) he was only seven

d)both A and В
6. The money that the writer had was

a)three dollars b)  three pounds  c) three pence    d) three half-crowns

7. The apartments for the students were

a)bleak   b) luxurious          c) comfortable      d)dirty

8. The writer was given a lesson on

a)Latin spelling   b) Latin grammar    c) Latin pronunciation     d) Latin speech

9. The writer was very good at

a)speeches   b) mathematics   c)  languages   d) memorization

10. The school punishes the boys when they

a)are late for class  b)   forget their homework   c)  are impolite    d) don’t pay attention

11. It is said that many of our cleverest men get___
from the  classics.
a)comfort and profit  b) solitude and benefit     c)wealth and prosperity  

d)  happiness and health

WRITING COMPREHENSION TEST FOR 11™ FORM STUDENTS

Write a letter to the Olympic committee explaining why the next Olympic Games should be hosted in your country. List all the reasons why and even give a city that you think would be the most suitable.

